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leaves behind an impressive legacy of honesty 
and dignity. Please join me in extending my 
condolences to his entire family. 
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RESNICK 
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OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 5, 2012 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Stewart A. Resnick as he is 
honored by the Ag One Foundation at Cali-
fornia State University, Fresno. Hosted by the 
Jordan College of Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology at Fresno State, the Ag One 
Foundation was established in 1979 to ‘‘ben-
efit, promote, and support the college and its 
programs.’’ The Ag One Foundation hosts an 
annual Community Salute where distinguished 
individuals are recognized for their commit-
ment to the success of Fresno State students 
and California agriculture. This year, the Ag 
One Foundation is recognizing Mr. Resnick, 
not only for his impressive business ventures, 
but also for his admirable commitment to the 
growth of California’s San Joaquin Valley and 
innovative agricultural practices. 

Mr. Resnick grew up in New Jersey and 
headed to California with his family in the 
1950s. Mr. Resnick holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in business administration, as 
well as a law degree from the University of 
California, Los Angeles (UCLA). While a stu-
dent, Mr. Resnick demonstrated his entrepre-
neurial spirit by starting his first business, a 
janitorial services company. Since then, he 
and his wife Lynda have worked tirelessly to 
cultivate a number of thriving companies. 

Mr. Resnick and his wife own and manage 
Roll International and its companies, including: 
Teleflora, FIJI Water, POM Wonderful, Para-
mount Citrus, Paramount Farms and Farming, 
Suterra, JUSTIN Vineyards and Winery, and 
Landmark Vineyards. He is a longtime sup-
porter of the arts, education, and health care. 
Mr. Resnick and his wife have been loyal ad-
vocates for California’s San Joaquin Valley. 
They have been generous in their support of 
Children’s Hospital Central California—in 
2006, Paramount Farms made a gift of $4 mil-
lion to the hospital. In addition, they founded 
the Paramount Bard Academy, in the southern 
San Joaquin Valley city of Delano. The school 
opened its doors in August 2009 and serves 
students in grades 6–12. 

Further demonstrating their commitment to 
education, the children of their employees are 
afforded scholarship opportunities to support 
their scholastic endeavors and encourage aca-
demic excellence. The program has awarded 
more than $2.2 million in scholarships to 450 
students. In late 2011; Paramount Farms com-
pleted the renovation of a 7-acre park in Lost 
Hills, a small city in Kern County, California. 
Renovation of this park led to a revitalization 
of community resolve and togetherness. Time 
and time again, Mr. and Mrs. Resnick have 
proven to be formidable allies for the commu-
nities in which there employees live and work. 

Mr. Resnick’s commitment to philanthropy is 
truly telling of his character—reliable, gen-
erous, and compassionate. He has truly been 
a champion for the San Joaquin Valley and its 

residents. His contributions to California’s 
heartland and our nation truly reflect the best 
of what America has to offer. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Stewart A. Resnick for his im-
pressive business acumen and his deep com-
mitment to improving the San Joaquin Valley. 
His pioneering work and dedication to making 
meaningful contributions to the Central Valley 
make him a role model and source of pride for 
all Americans. 
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Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to a true Kentucky Ar-
tisan, small businessman, veteran, teacher, 
and community leader, Alfred Cornett, for his 
many years of service and dedication to the 
Harlan County community. 

As a native son of the Commonwealth and 
a World War II veteran, Alfred has been a val-
uable member and admired citizen of the 
Cumberland, Kentucky community for many 
years. Upon his high school graduation, Alfred 
honorably served his country as a member of 
the United States Army, where he rose to the 
rank of sergeant and was a member of the 
famed ‘‘Phantom Army.’’ His unit was involved 
in several key battles that were crucial to the 
success of the Allied Forces, including the 
Battle of Britain and the Battle of the Bulge. 

Upon his return from the war, Alfred began 
his career working for Chrysler and General 
Motors in Dayton, Ohio while attending class-
es at an industrial electrical school in Chicago. 
Eventually Alfred moved to Harlan County, 
where he operated Cornett’s Home Supply 
Company and Al’s Radio and TV for many 
years. 

In his time living in Kentucky, Alfred has be-
come well-known for his craftsmanship of ex-
quisite Appalachian dulcimers. Using wood na-
tive to the Appalachian region, Alfred has 
fashioned over 1,000 stringed instruments, 
highly sought after by musicians and collectors 
throughout the country. As the head craftsman 
at Southeast Community and Technical Col-
lege, he has generously shared his extraor-
dinary talents with the community through 
teaching numerous dulcimer-making classes 
and inspiring a new generation of craftsmen. 

Alfred is an active member of his commu-
nity, and has devoted his time and talents to 
many charitable projects through his participa-
tion in the Lion’s Club. He is also involved in 
his church, Cumberland Missionary Baptist 
Church, where he has been a member since 
1959. Alfred currently lives in Harlan County 
with his beloved wife of 56 years, Geneva. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Alfred Cornett for dedicating years 
of service to Harlan County and for sharing his 
extraordinary talents as a woodworker and 
dulcimer craftsman. 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 5, 2012 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
on January 20, 2009, the day President 
Obama took office, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $15,489,873,651,597.46. We’ve 
added $4,862,996,602,684.38 to our debt in 3 
years. This is debt our nation, our economy, 
and our children could have avoided with a 
balanced budget amendment. 
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HONORING THE GIRL SCOUTS OF 
NORTHERN NEW JERSEY ON 
THEIR 100TH ANNIVERSARY 
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Monday, March 5, 2012 

Mr. ROTHMAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to congratulate the Girl Scouts of 
Northern New Jersey on 100 years of devel-
oping girls of courage, confidence, and char-
acter. Since its founding in 1912, the Girl 
Scouts of Northern New Jersey have both 
served our community and molded the next 
generation of women leaders. I join with the 
Girl Scouts in recognizing their Centennial 
Celebration—Women of Achievement hon-
orees. These women are exceptional within 
their professional field and community service 
to our communities. 

Lourdes Cortez, President and CEO of 
North Jersey Federal Credit Union, is the first 
Hispanic woman to be President of a Federal 
Credit Union in New Jersey. Tammie A. 
Horsfield, President of the Sussex Chamber of 
Commerce, is the first full time woman Presi-
dent of the Sussex Chamber of Commerce. 
Norma Tempel, President of Etched In Stone 
Waterjet Fabrications, Inc., is the founding 
member of the New Jersey chapter of Profes-
sional Women in Construction. Honorable Ca-
melia M. Valdes, Passaic County Prosecutor, 
is the first Latina county prosecutor in the 
State of New Jersey, the first woman pros-
ecutor in Passaic County, and the first lead 
prosecutor of Dominican ancestry in the 
United States. Toni Zimmer, President of the 
League of Women Voters of New Jersey, is 
the first African American woman to run for 
state assembly in Sussex County in Northwest 
New Jersey. She was also elected the first Af-
rican American President of the League of 
Women Voters in New Jersey. Finally, the late 
Mrs. Frederick Frelinghuysen will be presented 
with the Mitzi Golbek Spirit of Girl Scouting 
Award for her early patronage of the Girl 
Scouts in 1917. After a century of service to 
Northern New Jersey, I join the Girl Scouts in 
honoring these outstanding leaders who are 
paving the way for tomorrow’s women. 

Mr. Speaker, today I would like to celebrate 
the Girl Scouts of Northern New Jersey’s 
100th anniversary and honor all of its volun-
teers and participants for their role in keeping 
this wonderful tradition going for so many 
years. I know I join with all of my constituents 
in wishing the Girl Scouts continued success 
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